
Blink, Blink, the December holidays are here.  It’s truly my favorite time of 
the year.  We have the MiBox full of lighted Christmas Balls, extensions cords, and 
Christmas lights in front of the house.  We have installed about 40 balls….only 20 more 
to go. Once the workshop is over, the utility trailer will park out front, and the food collection will begin. 
�e Sunset Hills’ food drive received national attention this year from Reader’s Digest naming Sunset 
Hills, the nicest place in NC.  I’m excited about the Shine the Light on Hunger Campaign, but it doesn’t 
happen without the participation of the community.  And truly it is a giving back project for the entire 
city.  �anks to all of you who come by, drop o� food, or help in any way.  

Blink Blink – my year as President of WPF is coming to a close.  It has been a privilege to serve 
you and pen these monthly newsletters.  �is year’s theme of giving back has given me a wonderful 
opportunity to hear the stories of our sisters giving back across our community, so thanks for sharing 
your stories.  I will forever be grateful to the members of the board who gave back over and over serving 
WPF.  Pam was always eager and available to help me navigate the terrain of balancing the way we’ve 
always done it with the new ways we haven’t thought of until now.  Adrienne not only served as a backup 
when I have needed one but she also, with Altina’s help, made sure we will have an easy to use website, 
which we hope to unveil at the December meeting. Amy did a wonderful job of keeping her eyes open, 
at least on one side, on the Special Interest Groups, and the Anything Goes SIG gets a special mention of 
Amy Meineke and all the women who showed up for the inaugural Habitat Women’s Build in Greensboro.  
�e dedication of the home will be Saturday, December 7 at 11 am if you would like to come and be part 
of that.

  
Ashley did a remarkable job with the Bazaar, and it was the most successful ever.  Cecilia reviewed the 

minutes monthly and did an excellent job gathering the census of our membership.  Valda and Melanie 
planned a wonderful summer social thanks to Jeri Whit�eld and her hospitality.  �ey also made sure we 
had plenty of greeters, donning new purple sashes, thanks to Amy.  �e small group dinners were a hit 
and an opportunity for us to discuss what we like about WPF and how we could improve our experience.  
Melanie has also been instrumental in helping 
with the new policies and procedures our board 
implemented in the last board meeting of 2019.  
Susan and her committee worked hard this year, 
bringing us seven new members in April and 
twelve new members in October.  Erin worked 
with Patsy on our budget for 2019 and served as 
our treasurer for the year.  �e �nancials are in 
good order.  Robin kept us up to date with the 
WPF Foundation, which will receive an award as 
the Outstanding Philanthropic organization in 
Greensboro for this year’s National Philanthropy 
Day presented by the Triad Chapter of the 
Association of Fundraising Professionals.  And last 
but certainly not least, Pat, as our administrative 
assistant, holds everything together and I could not 
have done it without her. 

Again, thanks to everyone for giving back to WPF. 

Giving Back...
A message from WPF President, Anne Smith
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Members Only
DECEMBER 

ANNUAL BUSINESS
MEETING

Wednesday ~ Dec. 11
12:30 to 1:30 pm

Starmount Forest CC
1 Sam Snead Drive

Greensboro

No Guests in December

PLEASE NOTE!
Active & Active Retired 
Members are prepaid. 
Click here if you are  

unable to attend

Supporting & Emeritus 
Click here to make a 

reservation
& cover the cost 
for lunch at $20

RESERVATION 
DEADLINE

3:00pm, Friday
December 6th

DATES TO REMEMBER!
12/10...Join Board Social
12/20...News Deadline
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WPF representation at AFP’s National Philanthropy Day 
where the Foundation received the Outstanding Philanthropic 
Organization in Greensboro Award.

mailto:admin%40wpforum.org?subject=I%27m%20unable%20to%20attend%20the%20WPF%20Meeting
mailto:admin%40wpforum.org?subject=I%27m%20unable%20to%20attend%20the%20WPF%20Meeting
mailto:admin%40wpforum.org?subject=I%27m%20Supporting%20or%20Emeritus%2C%20and%20need%20to%20make%20a%20lunch%20reservation
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WPF Annual Business Meeting
Each December WPF holds our Annual Business Meeting to recap the year, for both the Forum and the Foundation, 

and to hold our annual elections. New Board and Committee members will begin their service in January. Below are our 2020 nominees:

December Menu
Spinach salad with tomatoes, egg, and mushrooms

Sides of warm bacon vinaigrette and balsamic dressings
Coq au vin style chicken thighs with pearl onions and bacon

Parsley red bliss potatoes
Roasted Brussels sprouts with apple
Crusty baguettes and whipped butter

Fruit salad
Chef’s choice dessert

2020 WPF Board & Committee Nominees
President ............................................................................................................................................................... Adrienne Jandler
Pres Elect ....................................................................................................................................................... Ashley Wigglesworth
1st Vice President .......................................................................................................................................................Amy Baradell
2nd Vice President .......................................................................................................................................................Erica Parker
Secretary .................................................................................................................................................................... Christie Soper
Treasurer .......................................................................................................................................................................... Erin Bailey
Membership Chair ................................................................................................................................................... Melanie Tuttle
Membership Chair Elect ............................................................................................................................................ Sue Schwartz

Membership Committee ........................................................................................................ Jennifer Mencarini
Program Committee Chair .................................................................................................... Brook Wingate

Program Chair Elect .................................................................................................................. Valda Ford
Program Committee ...................................................................................................... Luann Arrington
Director at Large .......................................................................................................... Cecelia Anderson
Director at Large ...............................................................................................................Hollie Shelton
Nominating Committee Member  .............................................................................Corinne Auman 
Nominating Committee Member ................................................................................... Susan Russell

 
Board Designated Positions ~ Not Elected

Treasurer Elect ........................................................................................................................Lauren Cox
Nominating Chair ................................................................................................................. Anne Smith

2020 WPF Foundation Board Nominees
�e following individuals have been nominated to serve three-year terms as the Class of 

2022 directors of the Foundation as detailed below:
Andrea “Andy” Bunn .................................................................. First Full Term
Nicole Hayes ............................................................................... First Full Term
Altina Layman ........................................................................... First Full Term
Kate Panzer ...........................................................................Second Full Term
Robin Hager ........................................................................Second Full Term

Special  Guests 
�is month, we’ll enjoy holiday music courtesy of two special guests

 and a special rendition of story time with Mrs. Claus reading
 “Twas �e Night Before Christmas.” 

Happy Holidays!
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SIGs ... BOOKS & ARTS
Make friends, build bonds, & grow!

Blowing Rock Summer Trip July 23-26, 2020
We have a great group of 13 women signed up for our annual summer trip to 
Blowing Rock.  �is trip includes the opportunity to enjoy the Blowing Rock Tour 
of Homes and the Chetola outdoor concert. We have booked two great houses 
within easy driving distance from downtown.  If you like hiking and/or shopping, 
dining out, and chilling with friends, plus the opportunity to attend a concert and 
the home show, this is the trip for you! We could accommodate two or three more 
women, so if you’re interested, now is the time to get on the list. �e housing cost 
will be approximately $160 per person for the three nights.  Cost of the concert 
and home tour will be around $80.    To reserve your spot, contact Kris Landrum 
(klandrum@tuggleduggins.com) and send a check for the deposit of $80 to 
Kris at 704 Plummer Drive, G’boro, 27410.

BOOK CLUB
The Christmas Train by David Baldacci

Tuesday,  December 3, 7pm
@ Jane Hewitt’s Home

6 Ashton Square, Greensboro 

Disillusioned journalist Tom Langdon must get from Washington 
to Los Angeles in time for Christmas. Forced to travel by train, he begins 
a journey of rude awakenings, thrilling adventures, and holiday magic. He 
has no idea that the locomotives pulling him across America will actually 
take him into the rugged terrain of his own heart, as he rediscovers people’s 
essential goodness and someone very special he believed he had lost. RSVP 
to Jane at jhewitt51@gmail.com or 336-312-0200.

Save the Date!
Books & Arts Annual Planning Meeting

Monday, Jan. 27th, 6:30 
@ Kris Landrum’s

704 Plummer Drive

Join us and be part of the planning for 2020 activities!

Bending Towards the Light: A 
Jazz Nativity - Saturday, 

Dec. 7 ,  4-6 pm 
 @ West 

Market Street 
United Methodist 

Church
�is exceptional 
Christmas show 
presented annually to 
the community has a 
very interesting origin 
and history and has 

become a Christmas tradition for 
many North Carolinians. Please join 
us and make this one of your Christ-
mas traditions!
    @ 4-4:50 pm program prelude is a 

Christmas Handbell Concert by the 
MarketBell Ringers

    @ 5-6 pm  “Bending Towards the 
Light: A Jazz Nativity”

Please email outing coordinator 
Kimberli Bullard, kimberli@triad.
rr.com for more information.
 

Bel Canto Concert: Candle, 
Star, Joyous Light

Monday, Dec. 9th, 7:30pm 
@  Christ United Methodist 

Church
�is is our traditional holiday ex-
pedition and always a great way to 
begin the season.  Tickets are $30 
regular, $25 senior, and available 

online at www.belcantocompany.
com or at the door.  We love to 
begin the evening with dinner 
at Green Valley Grill at Friendly 
Shopping Center at 5:30.  If you’d 
like to participate in this outing, 
buy your ticket and contact Kris 
Landrum at klandrum@tuggle-
duggins.com to let her know 
you’re coming and whether you 
want to join the group for dinner 
prior to the concert.

mailto:klandrum%40tuggleduggins.com?subject=Blowing%20Rock%202020
mailto:jhewitt51%40gmail.com?subject=RSVP%20Book%20Club
mailto:kimberli%40triad.rr.com?subject=Bending%20Toward%20the%20Light
mailto:kimberli%40triad.rr.com?subject=Bending%20Toward%20the%20Light
https://www.belcantocompany.com/
https://www.belcantocompany.com/
mailto:klandrum%40tuggleduggins.com?subject=Bel%20Canto
mailto:klandrum%40tuggleduggins.com?subject=Bel%20Canto
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Women of Wall Street
WOW 

INVESTMENT 
CLUB

Jan. 17-20 NYC!
Jan. 23 Holiday Party
Feb. 20 Business Mtg

�e WOW Investment Club will 
NOT meet in December as we are all 
quite busy with the holidays.  

We open the club for new members 
once a year in January.  If you are in-
terested in joining the club or adding 
to your share, please contact Peggy 
Ward at peggy.ward8@icloud.com 
or by phone at 336-337-5286. 

Happy Holidays to everyone!

DINING OUT
See you 2020!

We’re taking December o�.
Enjoy the holidays!

WORKING 
MOMS!

Tuesday, December 17
4:30pm

Printworks Bistro
702 Green Valley Road

Join other Working Moms as we 
gather at a special time for holiday 
fun and cheer! We will be doing 
a wine and funny cocktail napkin 
exchange! RSVP to Marlee Foster 
at marleegfoster@gmail.com or text 
336-235-1596. 

SIGs
Make friends, build bonds, & grow!

WhINE DIVAS
Sparkly Holiday Party

Thursday, December 12, 6:30pm
@ Maria Hanlin’s Home

5609 Tower Road

Maria is collaborating with Pam Barrett and Anne 
Smith to make this a Sparkling celebration, complete 

with holiday decorations and lots of cheer and sparkling 
wines.  You are invited to wear “something sparkly” to 

join in the festive spirit! Bring $10 to cover wine costs and 
your favorite little dessert. �ere will be a “Dirty Santa” 

gi� swap, so bring a wine-themed, wrapped gi� ($15 or 
under) and we’ll play while we party!

�is event is limited to WPF Whine Divas only 
since we must limit the RSVP to 25. Please send your 
reservation to Sandy Doyle Jones at sdoylejones@

bellsouth.net or call her (202-5769) by Friday, December 
5 so we can shine your glass! With so many parties and reasons to celebrate, we 
hope you add this fun event to your calendar.

WILD WOMEN WEEKEND 2020!
March 20-22 in Blowing Rock, NC

Cost: $125

It’s that time again!  Time to think about the fun and relaxation of 3 memorable 
days in the mountains with your WPF sisters!  Stay at the home of a WPF hostess, 
reconnect with old friends and make new ones! Enjoy shopping, playing, hiking, 
dining, relaxing.  West glow Spa even o�ers custom pampering.  Sisters laugh and 
talk the whole weekend.  You will completely decompress! To register, email Sarah 
Sho�ner at sarahsho�ner@rtelco.net 

2019 Holiday Bazaar Recap
�ank you to everyone who participated in this year’s Holiday Bazaar!  We had 
another fun and successful year raising money for our WPF Foundation. A big 
thank you goes out to our Bazaar Committee, sponsors, vendors, members and 

guests!  It’s a group e�ort and a true labor of love.  It was my honor and privilege 
to serve as your Chairperson this year!

Ashley Wigglesworth

mailto:peggy.ward8%40icloud.com?subject=WOW%20September
mailto:sdoylejones%40bellsouth.net?subject=WhINE%20Divas
mailto:sdoylejones%40bellsouth.net?subject=WhINE%20Divas
mailto:sarahshoffner%40rtelco.net%20%20?subject=Wild%20Women%20Weekend


WPF FOUNDATION: YEAR IN REVIEW

A message from Foundation President, Robin Hager

�is has been another amazing year for our WPF Foundation. �e commitment, hard work, caring 
hearts, and �nancial support of our sisters continues to have an impact on the lives of women and 
girls in our community. Your support has made it possible for us to continue to carry out our mission 
of serving girls and women in Guilford County.

FINANCIAL FACTS
As of September 30, 2019, the total assets of the Foundation were $494,445.67 compared to $475,688.20 at the end of 

September 2018.  �is total includes our endowment fund managed by the Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro and 
our operating checking account.  Proceeds from the bazaar are still being compiled, but we appreciate so much the hard work 
of the committee and our sisters who came and supported the e�ort.

�e ability to award grants and support the WPFF Girls Leadership Edge program is possible because of you and your 
generous support.  While we don’t have a year-end total yet, as of mid-November, we have received close to $37,000 in 
donations to date.  If you have not yet donated or honored your pledge, you can give online at wpforum.org. donate/ or write a 
check to payable to WPFF, P.O. Box 38594, Greensboro, NC  27438.

GRANTS
Our foundation awarded $20,000 in grants to 6 very deserving organizations.  �is was the largest amount we have awarded 

to date. A special thank you to the grants committee led by Erica Parker for their hard work this year. Grant recipients and 
projects supported were:

•  �e American Association of University Women: $5,000 awarded to fund scholarships for the Women in Non-
Professional Careers program. 

•  Combat Female Veterans Families United: $3,000 was awarded to sponsor a program to collect stories from combat 
female warriors.

•  Greensboro Farmers Curb Market: $4,250 to sponsor training for women in food focused businesses.
•  NC Fusion Triad: $3,000 will help sponsor a newly o�ered program to train 9 disadvantaged girls to become soccer 

referees.
•  New Arrival Institute: $3,000 to help the Refugee and Immigrant Success Empowerment Program create a new 

curriculum.
•  FBLA National Conference sponsorship: $1,750 was awarded to sponsor one of the top four students who qualify to 

attend the National Conference.

OUR 35TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR!
�e Foundation began in 1984 when a few determined women with a vision championed it forward.  In September, we had 

a wonderful “Celebration �rough Service” event at Barber Park Special Events Center.  �ank you to Kim Cummings and her 
team, who planned an incredible event.
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WPF FOUNDATION: YEAR IN REVIEW

GLE UPDATE
�is was a phenomenal year for the Girl’s Leadership Edge Committee!  �rough lots of hard 

work, long hours (some with wine!) and a blazing desire to Do Good, our committee accomplished 
several signi�cant goals in 2019:

• Updated agreement with the Center for Creative Leadership
• Refreshed and re�ned GLE materials
•10 new facilitators recruited and trained at CCL (4 full days)
• 8 original facilitators trained on the refreshed materials (1 full day)
• GLE administrator in place 

�ese accomplishments are only part of the story for 2019.  One of the great gi�s of this work 
is the opportunity to interact with the facilitators who are connecting with the girls we envisioned 
when we began.  �e facilitators’ energy, excitement and  commitment to improving the lives and futures of the girls in 
their care is truly inspiring!  Working with them in the training sessions helped all of us remember Why we do this work.  I 
encourage all the members of WPF to talk to someone on the GLE committee to hear the inspiring stories of how GLE has 

impacted the lives of both the girls and the facilitators!
Every one of our fabulous committee members contributed 

to this amazing year. Led by Katie Klod, the members of the 
committee are Jeanie Duncan, Sue Kennedy, Judy Piper, Elizabeth 
Bader, Sherry McKinney, Altina Layman, Melanie Tuttle, Christie 
Soper, Denny Kelly.  Special thanks to Kate Panzer, Ronnie Grabon, 
Alisha Weilfaert and Nicole Hayes for their work on the materials-
refresh and recruiting sub-committees!

�e vision laid out in 2015 is coming to pass: “We will invest 
in developing programs that build Courage, Compassion and 
Con�dence for girls and young women to exert positive in�uence 
throughout their lives and in the communities in which they live.”  
More than 150 girls have experienced GLE and with the additional 

facilitators trained this year, we expect that number to rise signi�cantly.

OTHER NEWS
On November 25th, �e NC Triad Chapter of the Association of Fundraising Professionals named the Women’s 

Professional Forum Foundation as the Outstanding Philanthropic Organization in Greensboro for 2019.  �e award honors 
a civic organization, corporate or private foundation, grant making service organization, donor circle, or a�nity group that 
demonstrates an outstanding philanthropic commitment to the nonpro�t organizations or larger community it supports.  We 
are grateful to Marian Ragsdale of Habitat Humanity for nominating WPF Foundation.  Our participation in the women’s build 
brought WPF to her attention.  �at participation, our Girl’s Leadership Edge program, and the foundations grants were all 
mentioned in the nomination.  An exciting way to end a great year for your Foundation!!

Happy Holidays!




