
I love da�odils. �ey push up through snow and slush, blossom, and 
then beg to come inside. We all seek shelter from the last wintry days. 
Snug and warm by the �replace, I read Where the Crawdads Sing, by Delia 
Owens, and the account of Ruby Bridges, who, as a little girl, was the �rst 
person to lead desegregation in a New Orleans School. Now 64, remarkable 
Ruby still promotes the values of tolerance, respect, and appreciation of di�erences. You can 
read her compelling story here. 

Ruby’s courage ushers us into March’s National Women’s Month where we can read 
accounts of renowned and unknown women who laid the groundwork for life as we know it. 
We discover more about the history of women by probing through letters, photos, and �lm. 
We can take in Tribute to Women, the �rst stand-alone exhibit of its kind in North Carolina, at 
Barber Park’s new event center. We can re-experience the Lest We Forget initiative on display 
at the Greensboro History Museum. We can look forward to hearing from more remarkable 
women, as the 2019-20 Bryan Series presents programs featuring Laura Bush, Doris Kearns 
Goodwin, and Sally Field. Everywhere, women are on a roll. 

WPF Sisters have an active forty-year involvement history across Greensboro. We work 
shoulder to shoulder with other women (and men) encouraging each other and making 
di�erences in our professions and the community. Last month, I asked you to share the ways 
our members give back to our community. Amy Meinecke stepped forward and asked the 
board if it would be possible to have a WPF team that could join forces with Habitat Women 
Build. With Maria Hanlin and Daintry O’Brien as active members and connected with Habitat 
Greensboro, having a WPF team seemed a natural �t. Hearing a resounding YES, Amy 
gathered a group of interested members and started raising funds. �e WPF Women Build’s 
stake of the $75,000 cost of building a family’s four-bedroom home is $3,000. If you want to 
contribute, click here to donate securely to the WPF team. For thirty years, women have been 
picking up hammers and building with Habitat. Now we can build together in Greensboro. 

All humankind longs to be bound together in heroic purposes. Coming in together and 
providing a home for a family in our midst is a noble purpose. If this stirs your heart, you can 
be part of this build – from serving sandwiches to putting on the roof – please contact Amy 
at amy.meinecke@gmail.com. �e build kick-o� is Saturday, May 4, 2019, and we’ll �nish the 
home by Fall. 

I’ve asked a few WPF members to share their experiences with a Habitat build. You may 
access their incredible stories on pages 5 and 6 of the newsletter.

Be the build 

Giving Back
A message from WPF President, Anne Smith
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MARCH MEETING
Wear Green for Maureen!

Wednesday ~ March 13
12:30 - 1:30 pm

Starmount Forest CC
1 Sam Snead Drive

Greensboro

Bring a Guest!
Click here to notify 

Pat Arnett
and be prepared 
to cover the cost 
of lunch at $20

PLEASE NOTE!
Active & Active Retired 
Members are prepaid. 
Click here if you are 

unable to attend

Supporting & Emeritus 
Click here to 

make a reservation
& cover the cost 
for lunch at $20

RESERVATION 
DEADLINE

Friday, March 8

DATES TO REMEMBER!
3-21-19...Board Meeting
3-25-19...News Deadline

WPForum News | March 2019 1

https://www.archives.gov/news/topics/womens-history
https://fdrlibrary.org/eleanor-roosevelt
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mailto:admin%40wpforum.org?subject=I%27m%20Supporting%20or%20Emeritus%2C%20and%20need%20to%20make%20a%20lunch%20reservation


March Meeting ... Remember to Wear Green!

what’s for lunch?
•  Japanese steakhouse salad tossed with diced tomatoes, 

cucumbers and carrot with sides of miso ginger dressing 
and ranch

•  Grilled chicken teriyaki stir-fry with snow peas, carrot, 
mushrooms and red pepper

•  Fried rice with gluten free soy sauce, peas, egg, scallion 
and sesame

•  Wok style hoisin green beans
• Fresh cut pineapple display
• Chef’s choice dessert
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When She Leads: Kick Some Glass!

Meet Jennifer Martineau
Senior Vice President, Research, Evaluation, & Societal Advancement 
Center for Creative Leadership 

While we’ve made signi�cant gains since the 1980s when 
CCL published the book Breaking the Glass Ceiling, the 
truth is that women hold only a small fraction of senior 
leadership roles in organizations and on boards today.  
What is getting in the way, and how can we (women, men, 
organizations) accelerate the pace? 

Join us for an evidence-based, solutions-oriented 
interactive session with Jennifer Martineau, co-author with Portia R. Mount of Kick Some 
Glass: 10 Ways Women Succeed at Work on �eir Own Terms.   With over 25 years of 
experience in the leadership development �eld, Jennifer has served leaders, organizations, 
and communities globally including healthcare, government, military, educational, 
community leadership, pharmaceuticals, and energy. �rough organizational change, 
impact evaluation, high impact design, delivery of programs, and research, she brings a 
deep expertise in leadership research and how to apply it in practical, powerful ways for 
leaders and organizations.

2019 WPF Board of Directors
Anne Smith, President

Adrienne Jandler, 
President Elect

Ashley Wigglesworth, 
First Vice President

Amy Baradell, 
Second Vice President

Cecelia Anderson, Secretary

Erin Bailey , Treasurer

Susan Russell, Membership 
Committee Chair

Michelle Schneider, 
Programs Committee Chair

Robin Hager, WPF 
Foundation President

Valda Ford, 
Director at Large

Melanie Tuttle, 
Director at Large

Pam Barrett, Past President 
& Nominating Committee 
Chair

Pat Arnett, Administrative 
Assistant
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Soon we will be introducing you to six new members of the Women’s Professional 
Forum!  We are excited about our Spring class that will be presented at the April 
10th meeting.  Since we are in a new year, I thought it might be a good time to 
remind everyone of the membership requirements as you invite people to join you 
at the luncheons.  We have a certain number of spots available for each category 
of work, so if you have any questions about whether or not we have space, please 
do not hesitate to contact me!  Also, if you have questions in general as to whether 
or not someone would be eligible for membership, I would be glad to have that 
conversation/resume review prior to going through the application process. You 
can contact me at susan.russell@cbi-nc.com

REQUIREMENTS OF MEMBERSHIP
•  Be a full-time upper management executive, licensed or degreed professional, 

business owner, or an elected/appointed public o�cial who resides or works in 
the greater Greensboro/Guilford County area.

•  A minimum of 2 years’ experience in your �eld of work or related �eld as listed as your category on the application
•  Be sponsored by three WPF members
•  Attend three luncheon meetings (one with each sponsor) during the twelve months prior to application
•  Complete the membership application including references from each sponsor
•  Pay the annual dues, which include fees for the monthly luncheons
•  As a member, attend a minimum of six luncheon meetings per year or a corresponding number of other o�cial events

WPF accepts new members twice during the year. Once the luncheon requirements have been met, you may submit your 
application for membership.  �e next application deadline is June 14, 2019.

Active WPF members may sponsor up to 2 new members per year. Emeritus members may co-sponsor up to 2 new members 
per year. New members may serve as a sponsor a�er 12 months of membership.  We look forward to continuing to grow this 
incredible organization!

Membership Reminders
A message from Membership Chair Susan Russell

save the date!

Save the date and make plans
to join us on

Wednesday, April 17, 2019
5:30-7:30 pm

616 S. Elm Street, Greensboro

New Member Social

mailto:susan.russell%40cbi-nc.com?subject=WPF%20Membership%20Question
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Reserve your spot NOW to tour Downtown Greensboro with Dawn Chaney and gain insights about Downtown de-
velopment. Dawn has arranged a one-hour tour, by van, followed by dinner at 1618 Downtown for conversation and 
fellowship. Interested? RSVP now as space is limited to 12 attendees. We’ll be making dinner reservations; if you are 
unable to stay for dinner, please notify us when you RSVP. Free parking is available in the City lot next to the “W” 
restaurant at 324 South Elm Street. Our van will be departing no later than 5:30pm. 

DOWNTOWN GREENSBORO TOURUpdate: with Dawn Chaney

THURSDAY, MARCH 21 ~ 5:30pm
Only 12 Spots!

Click here to RSVP Now!
Deadline to RSVP is March 14

Take part in the Anything Goes SIG and be a Wild Woman in the glorious 
Blue Ridge mountains!  Blowing Rock, NC is the perfect setting for a fun 
and relaxing weekend just when Spring is around the corner:

Shopping - winter sales are great!
Pampering - at the famous West Glow Spa
Hiking - best scenery around!
Plus all manner of good food and good fun with our WPF Sisters!

We extend a SPECIAL INVITATION to our NEW MEMBERS!  Please 
come and see why we love this intimate gathering.  Make new friends and 
reconnect with old ones.  Sisters are the Best!

$125 covers two nights lodging, Friday night munchies and the Saturday 
night dinner romp!  Everyone brings snacks, drinks, or breakfast foods to 
share.  

Carpools are available.  Hosted by Mebane Ham, Pat Price, Mary Magrinat 
and Madge Megliola.  

WILD WOMEN in the MOUNTAINS
March 15-17, 2019 @ Blowing Rock, NC

SIGs
Make friends, build bonds, & grow!

Please register with 
Sarah Sho�ner: sarahsho�ner@rtelco.net

See you in the mountains!, Pat

Anything Goes!

mailto:admin%40wpforum.org?subject=RSVP%20for%20Downtown%20Tour%20with%20Dawn%20Chaney
mailto:sarahshoffner%40rtelco.net%20?subject=Wild%20Women%20in%20the%20Mountains%21
mailto:sarahshoffner%40rtelco.net%20?subject=Wild%20Women%20in%20the%20Mountains%21
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BOOKS & ARTS
Blowing Rock Home Tour

& Chetola Symphony
July 25-28, 2019

Join your WPF sisters for another 
excellent Blowing Rock adventure! 
Enjoy the beauty of Blowing Rock 
including hiking, shopping, spa visits, 
sight-seeing AND a great home tour 
and the concert!  

Accommodations range from an 
AirBNB home rental to rooms at 
Meadowbrook Inn. Currently, 14 
members are signed up, but we 
can reserve more rooms at the 
Meadowbrook Inn (room rates 
for 3 nights are $500 for 2 queen 
beds - $250 per person for double 
occupancy). Interested in this 
trip? Contact Kris Landrum for 
information or to make a reservation. 
$70 deposit is required.

DINING OUT
Wednesday, March 27

6:30pm 
Green Valley Grill

622 Green Valley Road

Jennifer Mencarini will be our host 
at this local favorite. 

RSVP to Amy Meinecke at 
diningout@wpforum.org.

I worked on the Habitat house that 
West Market Street United Methodist 
Church worked on in the spring of 
1990. I served as Associate Pastor 
at WMSUMC and was part of the 
roo�ng and siding team. We did a 
joint house with First Baptist and First 
Presbyterian (downtown churches). 
Spoke at the Dedication ceremony also 
for the family. Worked on a United 

Methodist Churches build in Salisbury 
while serving as Senior Pastor at 
Milford Hills UMC in spring of 2016. 
Did painting and sheetrock.   

~ Carol Williams Gilbert

When my third child was born in 
1993 I was home full time, but knew I 
wanted to be involved in some way in 
the community.  I volunteered to raise 

Anything Goes!
Women’s Build with Habitat for Humanity

TEAM WPF WINE TASTING!
Wednesday, March 13, 2019

$20 Per Person
6:30pm @ WineStyles

Friendly Center ~ 3326 W. Friendly Avenue, Suite 141

Our new Team WPF is working hard to raise money for the Habitat for Humani-
ty: Women Build 2019! We have so many talented women on our team that have 
presented great ideas for fundraising. In addition to exploring various methods of 
reaching out and sharing our mission, we have some fun ideas involving food and 
wine! I know that got your attention! 

Our goal is to raise $3,000 by April 1st. We appreciate all the donations we have 
received thus far that have put us 45% of the way there. Our �rst March fundrais-
ing event will be a wine tasting at WineStyles. We will partake of delicious wines 
from woman-owned J Vineyards. A portion of pro�t from ticket sales will go to 
our Team WPF goal, as well as 10% of any bottles sold to attendees that evening. 

RSVP to Amy Meinecke at amy.meinecke@gmail.com

PS: be on the lookout for details about a dining out opportunity bene�ting the Wom-
en Build project soon!

Member Habitat Moments...

mailto:klandrum%40tuggleduggins.com?subject=
mailto:diningout%40wpforum.org?subject=Dining%20Out
mailto:diningout%40wpforum.org?subject=Dining%20Out
mailto:amy.meinecke%40gmail.com?subject=Team%20WPF%20Wine%20Tasting


Women of Wall Street
WOW 

INVESTMENT 
CLUB

Thursday, March 21, 
6:00pm @ UBS

3200 Northline Avenue, 
Suite 100

�is will be a topic meeting on 
“Financial Planning.”  Financial 
Planning is just another word for 
a “Blue Print for Life.”  Outliving 
and underliving your money will 
be discussed—a topic on which all 
of us can use more information!  
Wine and cheese will be served!  
Please contact Peggy Ward at Peggy.
ward8@icloud.com if you plan to 
attend.

WORKING 
MOMS!

Lunch Meeting
Tuesday, March 26

12-1:30pm 
@ Green Valley Grill

622 Green Valley Road
Our topic for discussion will be: 
What does Mom do for Mom?

RSVP to Marlee Foster by 
noon Monday, March 25 at 
marleegfoster@gmail.com or text 
336-235-1596. 

Member Habitat Moments...

funds for a multi-church build (ask 
Trudy Mezzento at Habitat - I met her 
through that project!).  I didn’t have 
a lot of time away from the kids to 
volunteer, but one Saturday found me 
up on the roof - a skill I had learned 
in my VISTA year in a housing rehab 
agency in Charlottesville.  I found 
placing and hammering shingles not 
unlike some sewing projects in my past. 
Not sure I’m up to the roof climbing at 
60, but I can also hang sheetrock.  Just 
haven’t in a few decades!  

~ Jean Burns Pudlo

My �rst Build was with the Greensboro 
Bar, in the late ‘80’s. I had recently 
moved back to Greensboro to practice 
law with Booth, Harrington, Johns 
and Campbell, and more speci�cally 
with partner, Jack Harrington, who 
tasked his wife, Betsy, with helping me 
integrate into the community. Betsy 
invited me to work on the GBA Habitat 
House that was under construction. Of 
course, I said yes! As a consequence, 
Betsy and I spent hours one Saturday 
under the front porch of that house, on 
our backs and sides, applying stucco to 
the cinderblock foundation- by the end 
of the day, we were �lthy and sti�- a 
memorable bonding experience!   

~ Margaret Robison Kantlehner, JD 

My �rst built was probably ten years 
ago!  I led a showroom of young 
designers at that time that I thought 
needed to get out from behind their 
computers and back to earth. So, I 
signed us up for a couple of volunteer 
opportunities – one being cleaning 
horse stalls for Horsepower (which 
they were not too happy with me 
about) and the other was Habitat for 
Humanity.  �e Habitat experience was 
great for all of us and a perfect team-
building exercise as well.  My main job 
that day was installing the siding on 
the house.  So much fun to leave at the 

end of a hard day’s work to see what we 
were able to accomplish!  

~ Susan Russell

About 11 or 12 years ago, I was the 
founder and President of the local 
WCAA chapter (Window Coverings 
Association of America). One of our 
members lived and worked in Stokes 
Co. and mentioned a Habitat home 
being built. We asked if we could 
make window treatments for the 
new homeowners and our o�er was 
accepted. Our chapter members each 
took a room/window and designed 
and fabricated valances. We were able 
to get donations of fabric and blinds 
to incorporate in the project. Our 
members worked together to install the 
completed window treatments before 
the family moved in. �ey were thrilled 
to have blinds and custom window 
treatments in their new home! �is 
was such a touching and memorable 
experience for all of us.   

~ Amy Meinecke

As part of a Mom’s group called 
“Mocha Moms,” I volunteered  with to 
serve as a counselor to help those who 
were seeking homeownership, many of 
whom were single moms.  I remember 
one woman who was approved for 
a Habitat home.  What better way 
to support a mom than to help her 
provide her children with a place to 
call home?  �e work was much harder 
than any of us had anticipated. It was a 
hot summer in Georgia and we were on 
the worksite early cutting and hanging 
siding. A�er the pains wore o�, we 
were absolutely overwhelmed with 
our tangible contribution.  Many of us 
were able to attend the house warming 
party for the family, which solidi�ed 
that this was one of the most important 
missions we had ever accomplished!  

~ Erica Parker
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WPF sisters and Carolina �eatre board members Altina Layman and 
Mary Ellen Boelhower invite you to an insider’s tour of Greensboro’s 
community gem: the newly renovated Carolina �eatre. �e tour will 
highlight its history, show o� the recently completed improvements, 
both onstage and o�, and talk about what’s next. �ere will be 
refreshments and wine (of course!), along with music by the �eatre’s 
1927 Robert Morton Pipe Organ and special guest Abigail Dowd, 
one of Greensboro’s up and coming singer-songwriters. 

Only 7 seats remaining!  RSVP before March 15th
RSVP to Altina & Mary Ellen at �eCarolina@earthlink.net

BOOKS & ARTS ... MARCH EVENTS
Back Stage Insider’s Tour

@ The Carolina Theatre
Monday, March 25 from 5:30-7:30pm

with special guest Abigail Dowd!

All That Jazz
AN EASTERN MUSIC FESTIVAL FUNDRAISER

Saturday, March 30 @ 6:30pm
The Colonnade 

at Revolution Mill
1100 Revolution Drive

Please join Ronnie 
Grabon and Jane Hewitt 
at this fundraiser that 
supports scholarships for 
high school and college 
students who are selected 
to study at EMF over the 
summer season. �e cost 
is $125 and you can buy your tickets here: https://
www.facebook.com/events/2185446398387286/  

�e evening will include food, jazz, a silent and 
live auction and will have valet parking available. 
�e tables are not assigned seating. Please RSVP to 
Ronnie rsgrabon@gmail.com and let her know you 
are coming so we can look for you. 

Thursday, April 4, 2019
8am-5pm @ Triad Stage

232 S. Elm Street

Fourteen of Greensboro’s extraordinary thinkers and doers share 
ideas and entertainment around the theme of KEEP IT SIMPLE.  
One of the presenters is former WPF sister, Portia Mount.  Hear 
from a professional magician on how humans get fooled; how 
women leaders add authenticity and intention; how Greensboro be-
came home to more than forty works of international-caliber street 
art; how to meet the cybersecurity challenge; the looming retire-
ment crisis; plant life on Mars, and the impact of parents learning 
from their adult children, and so much more!

To join the WPF group (tickets $72 for 5-9 folks or $68 for 10+), 
contact Denny Kelly at dkelly@bouvierkelly.com by March 20.  

https://tedxgreensboro.com/events/tedxgreensboro-2019/

mailto:TheCarolina%40earthlink.net?subject=RSVP%20for%20Behind%20the%20Scenes%20Tour%20at%20The%20Carolina
mailto:Ronnie%20rsgrabon%40gmail.com?subject=EMF
mailto:dkelly%40bouvierkelly.com?subject=RSVP%20for%20WPF%20Group%20to%20TedXGreensboro
https://tedxgreensboro.com/events/tedxgreensboro-2019/


WPF FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President, 
Robin Hager

Vice President, 
Susan Russell

Treasurer, Jean Pudlo

Secretary, Jane Hewitt

Past President & Chair 
Nominating Committee, 

Kathi Dubel

Chair, Grants Committee, 
Erica Parker

Chair, Girl’s Leadership 
Edge, Katie Klod

Directors at Large
Kim Cummings Carson

Mary Copeland
Jeanie Duncan
Sue Kennedy
Janice Lanier
Kate Panzer
Anne Smith

Barbara Stewart
Ernestine Taylor
Melanie Tuttle

Foundation News
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Musinbi Kanyora, CEO of the Global Fund 
for Women, said, “ If you want to solve the 
biggest problems in the world,  invest in 
women and girls.”  At WPF, we follow her 
insight with the philanthropic activities of 
our WPF Foundation.  No one was more 
dedicated to this mission than WPF sister 
and former Foundation president Maureen 
Hartigan, 1948-2014.  A�er she passed away, 
we learned that she had le� WPF in her 
will so that we could further our work of 
supporting women and girls. 

You too can create a philanthropic legacy 
with a gi� from your estate to the Women’s 
Professional Forum Foundation (WPFF). 
�is thoughtful act could be the largest 
and most lasting one-time gi� you make to 
WPFF. 

Founded in 1984 by the successful, 
professional and talented women of 
the Women’s Professional Forum, the 
Foundation empowers women and girls 
to achieve their educational, professional 
and leadership dreams. �ese women were 
passionate about paying it forward, knowing 
that their own success was built on the 
encouragement and support of others. 

When you make a legacy gi� to the Women’s 
Professional Forum Foundation, you 
become a member of the Maureen Hartigan 
Legacy Circle. Legacy gi�s  are a timeless, 
enduring statement of your commitment 
to pass on leadership skills, wisdom, and 
a boldness that comes from the heart to 
empower women and girls.   Learn more 
about how to be an important part of WPFF 
into the future at the March meeting.   

 If you want 
to solve the 

biggest problems 
in the world,  

invest in women 
and girls.”
~ Musinbi Kanyora

FOLLOWING MAUREEN’S EXAMPLE




