
Donning a hard hat, wielding a hammer, and carrying 2x4s did not 
intimidate me.  Not being able to keep up with younger WPF sisters concerned 
me more, so I pressed on.  “I can do this,” I said to myself, trying to calm the 
butterflies in my stomach, “besides, transforming complex issues into practical plans 
and explicit action steps is what I do.” 

Matching up my 2x4s to their corresponding places, holding them steady with my foot, and 
driving boards home just felt right. The sound of seventeen hammers pounding together made 
a pleasant melody.  Before long, our strong group of women had nailed together the first framed 
side of the house. On the count of three, we raised our handiwork and held it steady then watched 
while our trusty Habitat construction staff worker nail-gunned the wall to the foundation. 
Everyone stepped back, and the wall stood firmly in place. We were in awe. This considerable 
accomplishment propelled us onward with speed and precision. 

By 10:00 a.m., dozens of women in bright blue Habitat T-shirts strode toward the build 
site. They came to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with us for the kickoff ceremony, blessing, and 
celebration. Someone passed a shiny paint can filled with brightly colored markers. Each woman 
took a Sharpie and inscribed her unique blessing on the bare wooden boards that made up the 
frame of the house that would become home for a proud yet humble Nassira and his wife, Leila, 
and their five children. In all, seventeen women’s groups will each take a turn in the building of 
this house. With Ernestine Taylor belonging to three of those groups; this house will be triply 
blessed by the love and strength of Ernestine’s hands.  

Habitat for Humanity of Greater Greensboro, led the last six years by a very capable Maria 
Hanlin, has been building and renovating homes in Greensboro since 1987.  Since that time, 
Habitat has helped house over 480 families.  Women volunteers have been picking up hammers 
and building with Habitat for 30 years! There have been all women teams who have signed on for 
a week or weeks at a time, so women on the Habitat sites is not at all new, but as I understand it,  
this is the first build with women raising all the finances and populating all the build teams.

Habitat homeowners are hard-working low-income families who need a hand up, 
not a handout.  Each homeowner must work 250 hours of their sweat equity and attend 
homeownership education classes.  Habitat homeowners purchase their homes, pay a monthly 
mortgage payment at 0% interest and no more than 25% of their monthly income for housing.

The build day far exceeded my expectations at every level.  The goal for the WPF group was to 
raise 3-4 walls by 3 pm.  We raised eight and finished early.  I got to know 16 other WPF women 
better and working shoulder to shoulder with Nas and Leila made the day all the sweeter.  An 
added bonus was working under the guidance of Daintry O’Brien, Director of Development at 
Habitat.  She said she didn’t get to many of the builds, but she certainly had great know-how and 
was there to answer any technical questions.  If you are interested in joining the wait list for the 
July WPF build date, let Amy Meineke know.  If you are interested in preparing lunch for our 
sisters on the July date, let Polly Sizemore know. 

Giving Back... 
WPF Sisters & Habitat Women Build
A message from WPF President, Anne Smith
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JUNE MEETING
Wednesday ~ June 12

12:30 - 1:30 pm
Starmount Forest CC

1 Sam Snead Drive
Greensboro

Bring a Guest!
Click here to notify 

Pat Arnett
and be prepared 
to cover the cost 
of lunch at $20

PLEASE NOTE!
Active & Active Retired 
Members are prepaid. 
Click here if you are 

unable to attend

Supporting & Emeritus 
Click here to 

make a reservation
& cover the cost 
for lunch at $20

RESERVATION 
DEADLINE

Friday, June 7

DATES TO REMEMBER!
6-20-19...Board Meeting
6-21-19...News Deadline
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what’s for lunch?
•  Summer greens salad with strawberries, goat cheese 

and candied almonds
•  Orange molasses brined smoked BBQ chicken
•  Tomato cucumber salad
•  Southern style succotash with local tomatoes, field 

peas and silver queen corn
•  Warm yeast rolls
•  Fresh cut fruit display
•  Chef’s choice dessert

2019 WPF Board of Directors
Anne Smith, President

Adrienne Jandler, 
President Elect

Ashley Wigglesworth, 
First Vice President

Amy Baradell, 
Second Vice President

Cecelia Anderson, Secretary

Erin Bailey , Treasurer

Susan Russell, Membership 
Committee Chair

Michelle Schneider, 
Programs Committee Chair

Robin Hager, WPF 
Foundation President

Valda Ford, 
Director at Large

Melanie Tuttle, 
Director at Large

Pam Barrett, Past President 
& Nominating Committee 
Chair

Pat Arnett, Administrative 
Assistant
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When She Leads: Kick Some Glass!

Meet Jennifer Martineau
Senior Vice President, Research, Evaluation, & Societal Advancement 
Center for Creative Leadership 

While we’ve made significant gains since the 1980s when 
CCL published the book Breaking the Glass Ceiling, the 
truth is that women hold only a small fraction of senior 
leadership roles in organizations and on boards today.  
What is getting in the way, and how can we (women, men, 
organizations) accelerate the pace? 

Join us for an evidence-based, solutions-oriented 
interactive session with Jennifer Martineau, co-author with Portia R. Mount of Kick Some 
Glass: 10 Ways Women Succeed at Work on Their Own Terms.   With over 25 years of 
experience in the leadership development field, Jennifer has served leaders, organizations, 
and communities globally including healthcare, government, military, educational, 
community leadership, pharmaceuticals, and energy. Through organizational change, 
impact evaluation, high impact design, delivery of programs, and research, she brings a 
deep expertise in leadership research and how to apply it in practical, powerful ways for 
leaders and organizations.

JUNE MONTHLY MEETING
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SIGs
Make friends, build bonds, & grow!

BOOK CLUB
A Fall of Marigolds

Tuesday, June 4, 7pm
@ Amy Meinecke’s

5488 Smiley Wyrick Rd, 
McLeansville

A beautiful scarf connects 
two women touched 
by tragedy in this 
compelling, emotional 
novel. If you want to see 
Amy’s new house, you 
need to start reading!  

RSVP to Amy if you 
can join us!  amy.
meinecke@gmail.com

Women of Wall Street
WOW 

INVESTMENT 
CLUB

Thursday, August 15
6:00pm 

@ UBS Offices
3200 Northline Ave, Greensboro

The WOW Investment Club will not 
meet in June or July as many are out 
of town or vacationing.  

Our next meeting will be on Thurs-
day, August 15, at 6:00 p.m. at the 
UBS Offices in Greensboro.  It will be 
our business meeting for the quarter. 
Please mark your calendars.

Enjoy your summer! 

BOOKS & ARTS

Beach Music with Band of Oz
Thursday, June 6 - 5:30pm @ LeBauer Park

Downtown Greensboro

Let’s start summer with a fun evening of Beach Music at LeBauer Park to benefit the 
Children’s Home Society.  Our WPF sister, Elizabeth Bader, is our coordinator for 
the beach music series (and she plans to go to all 5 concerts - May 30, June 6, 13, 20, 
and 27 and welcomes your company at any of them) but June 6th is our official WPF 
outing.

Get your $10 ticket by clicking here: https://www.chsnc.org/product/june-6-band-
of-oz/  then email Elizabeth at elizabethrb1@gmail.com and she’ll coordinate a 
gathering place at LeBauer Park so we can “beach it” together. You’ll need a chair 
(unless you prefer standing).  Gates open at 5:30; concerts starts at 6 and ends at 8:30.  
Food and beverages will be available for purchase at the Park – but no pets or coolers 
allowed.  

EMF & Greensboro Opera: Send In the Clowns
Wednesday, July 10 - 8:00pm @ Temple Emanuel

1129 Jefferson Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410

They say that “laughter is the best medicine.”  So, be prepared to laugh with us on 
July 10th at Temple Emanuel.  But ... since this is opera ... bring your tissues, too, 
as Greensboro Opera and EMF join forces to both amuse and move you when we 
Send in the Clowns in an exciting evening of opera and musical theatre! Click here 
to purchase your $45 ticket then RSVP to Ronnie Grabon to let her know you’ll be 
there. We’ll share a table and enjoy great wine, food, and music!

Music for a Sunday Evening
in the Park

Sunday, July 28 - 6:00pm 
@ Country Park

3905 Nathaniel Greene Drive

Let’s gather for the sounds of Low Key with 
classic rock and pop tunes followed by local 
favorites, Sam Frazier & the Side Effects 
with their special brand of songwriter, 

Americana. Bring a chair or blanket and join us!  RSVP to Ronnie Grabon 
to let her know you’ll be there. We’ll share a table and enjoy great wine, 
food, and music!
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New KNITTING & CROCHET CIRCLE
Interested?

WPF member Carol Rauch is forming a knitting and crochet circle for anyone 
interested in fiber arts. Quilters, embroiderers and all stitchers of all types are 
welcome to participate.  Email Carol at carolrauch@me.com for more information. 

ANYTHING GOES!
Women’s Build with Habitat for Humanity

WORK DAY
Saturday, July 13
1401 Asher Downs, 

Greensboro

Thanks to all that came out on May 4 for the kickoff and WPF workday! Lots of 
progress was made. Our next build date is July 13th; currently, we have more than 
enough signed up to help out with the build - what enthusiasm!

Polly Sizemore is creating a Hospitality Team that will provide lunch during the 
our build on July 13.  Please contact Polly at pollysizemore@triad.rr.com ASAP if 
you are interested in volunteering for this team. You can also reach her by phone 
at 336-202-6188.

DINING OUT
Wednesday, June 26

6:30pm 
Village Tavern

1903 Westridge Road, Greensboro

Elizabeth Bader will be our host 
this month at Village Tavern. 
Originally opened in 1984 in 
Winston Salem, Village Tavern 
has expanded over the years to 
11 locations across the coun-
try, including one location in 
the Philippines Executive Chef, 
Mary Grace Vialdo is a native of 
the Philippines. She began her 
restaurant career at age 20 and 
was promoted to corporate chef 
by the age of 23. Vialdo came to 
Village Tavern in 2002 after grad-
uating with highest honors from 
the Culinary Institute of America 
in October 2001. She has been 
called “the consummate 21st 
century culinarian.” We should be 
in for a treat!

Please RSVP to Amy Meinecke at  
diningout@wpforum.org 

by Monday, June 24

WORKING 
MOMS!

Mama’s Summer Kick-
off!

Tuesday, June 25
4:00pm  @ 1618 Mid-

town
1724 Battleground Avenue

Not a lunch meeting but instead 
“Mama’s kickoff to summer” with 
cocktails!  RSVP to Marlee Foster 
at marleegfoster@gmail.com or 
text 336-235-1596. 

Thursday, June 20 ... 5:30-7:30pm
@ Jeri Whitfield’s Home

7 Hillwind Court, Greensboro, NC 27408

It’s time for our annual summer party to relax, enjoy some great appetizers with 
adult beverages, and get to know your WPF sisters a little better! RSVP to Melanie 
Tuttle mstuttle54@gmail.com or Valda Ford valdaford@aol.com.  FRIENDLY 
REMINDER: Our Summer Social is for WPF members ONLY. Guests may join 
you for our monthly meetings and Special Interest Group activities. 

It’s Time for the  WPF Summer Social!
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WPF FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President, 
Robin Hager

Vice President, 
Susan Russell

Treasurer, Jean Pudlo

Secretary, Jane Hewitt

Past President & Chair 
Nominating Committee, 

Kathi Dubel

Chair, Grants Committee, 
Erica Parker

Chair, Girl’s Leadership 
Edge, Katie Klod

Directors at Large
Kim Cummings Carson

Mary Copeland
Jeanie Duncan
Sue Kennedy
Janice Lanier
Kate Panzer
Anne Smith

Barbara Stewart
Ernestine Taylor
Melanie Tuttle

–  FOUNDATION NEWS  –
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Each year, WPF Foundation grants support a wide range of women and girls – from 
those who showcase female composers and performers to children, to those who are learn-
ing how to negotiate salaries to high school women developing their leadership skills. It’s all 
about empowering women and girls, and our 2019 Grantees are no different! Join us as we 
celebrate and elevate our six 2019 Grantees. A big thanks to our Grants Committee.

WPFF Proudly Announces 2019 Grantees

$5,0000 to AAUW
The American Association of 
University Women, Greensboro NC 
Branch operates the Women in Non-
Professional Careers program to 
introduce women to career pathways 
such as welding, machining, and 
computer-aided design. Our grant will 
fund scholarships, based on need and 
merit, for participants to further their 
education at GTCC.

$3,000 to Combat Female Veterans 
Families United
Our grant will sponsor a program to 
collect stories from combat female 
warriors with emphasis on our aging 
veteran population. 

$4,250 to Greensboro Farmers Curb 
Market (GFCM)
Our grant will sponsor training for 
women in food focused business 
through their Kitchen Connects 
Women’s Empowerment Program. 
After training, women will have a test 
marketing opportunity at the GFCM

$3,000 to NC Fusion Triad
Our grant will help sponsor a 
newly offered program to train 9 
disadvantaged girls, ages 14-16, as 

soccer referees. The program includes 
year-long mentoring, equipment and 
transportation to local games with the 
opportunity to earn $1,600 to $2,800 
per year.

$3,000 to New Arrivals Institute
Our grant will help their Refugee and 
Immigrant Success Empowerment 
(RISE) Program create an ESOL 
curriculum built on Chelsea Clinton’s 
book, “She Persisted Around the World.” 
The program includes a service project 
during  the New Arrivals Institutes’s 
Summer Literacy, Arts Movement 
and Music summer program and will 
expand during the school year to after 
school care. The program hopes to 
inspire them to greater life and carer 
opportunities.

$1,750 to sponsor a student to the 
FBLA National Conference
Our grant will help sponsor one of the 
top four students who qualify to attend 
the National Leadership Conference of 
the Future Business Leaders of America. 
This experience leads to growth and 
increased confidence, which will lead 
young women to take on new and 
bigger challenges.

SAVE THE DATE

Celebration through Service
Thursday, September 19, 2019  ...  6:00 – 8:00pm

Barber Park Special Event Center
1502 Barber Park Dr., Greensboro, NC

35th

ANNIVERSARY 
EVENT



WPF
Holiday Bazaar

2019

SAVE THE DATE!  

Wednesday, November 13 @ Starmount Forest Country Club
2019 Holiday Bazaar Sponsorship Information

We are excited and thankful to have Cone Health Women’s Services returning 
once again as this year’s Presenting Sponsor.  We have several other sponsorship 
opportunities available this year.  We are looking for up to six bag sponsors at $250 
each to have your logo prominently displayed on the Bazaar shopping bags provided 

to all attendees.  We are also looking for luncheon sponsors at $200 each.  Your logo will be printed on a placard and 
placed on the buffet table.  All sponsors will be included in announcements, Facebook updates and Bazaar printed 
materials.  Additionally, sponsors at this level receive one guest ticket for the Bazaar.  

All net revenues obtained from the Holiday Bazaar help support our WPF Foundation which enriches and trains 
young women to be our future leaders. Also, because the sponsorships are seen as corporate promotion, this is a 
bona fide tax deduction for your business!

Please contact Nikki Kober at nikki.kober@gmail.com or 336-312-5264 to find out more about the Bazaar 
Sponsorships. 

DEADLINE TO SPONSOR: JULY 31, 2019
Click here to be submit your sponsorship now!
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