
In the words of one of my personal favorites, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
“Whatever community organization whether it’s a women’s organization, or 
�ghting for racial justice…you will get satisfaction out of doing something to give 
back to the community that you never get in any other way.” �ose words appear on the 
home page of the Women’s Resource Center (WRC).  

Since 1995, the WRC has been giving back to Greensboro.  �ey help over 9000 women yearly 
by o�ering: Legal Hotlines and Workshops, the Women to Work Program to increase participants 
preparedness for a successful job search, the Women’s Empowerment Program to promote good 
self-esteem, and a caring sta� to listen in order to help women take the next step.  

I �rst heard about the WRC from Paula Pile in 2009.  Paula was on the original board and 
chaired the �rst two “Men Can Cook” (MCC) fundraisers. She suggested I might o�er up my 
husband and son for the big event; Jonathan and Justin brought their best BBQ game to the event. 

WPF member Mebane Ham has been active with the WRC for 20 years, going �rst as a 
potential client seeking tips and techniques for her business start-up.  She has served as board 
member, consultant, event planner and always as an advocate.  Mebane has asked countless men 
to cook, dozens of individuals and businesses to furnish items for the silent auction, hundreds of 
volunteers to help with MCC and thousands of people to attend the event.

Our WPFF president Robin Hager has a passion for the WRC.  She says, “Until 2011, I 
didn’t know a lot about WRC, although several of my colleagues at the bank o�en talked about 
volunteering there and suggested I might want to do the same. �at same year I was on the 
Advisory Council for the women to women fund at the community foundation, and the Women’s 
Resource Center was one of the �nalists for the grant that year.

I volunteered to do a site visit and was blown away by the work that the organization was 
doing. Not only did I go back and advocate for the WRC in the selection process of the grant, I 
also became a very active volunteer.  I started teaching �nancial literacy classes, became a mentor, 
served on the �nance committee, and joined their Board. Because I worked my entire career in a 
male strong industry, I have always been moved to support women, part of the reason I became 
involved in WPFF in the beginning. 

My passion is as strong today about empowering women as it was in 2011, and I remain a 
donor.  In 2016/17, I was vice chair of the board, set to chair the board the next year. At this 
time, my employer went through multiple mergers, and I found myself under a non-compete for 
two years.  Ironically, I ended up working for WRC, and that gave me a deeper appreciation for 
the work WRC does every day.  I recently made the move to go back into banking, but I always 
tell people, ‘I only le� my paid job there, I am back on the board and treasurer of the �nance 
committee.’ ”

It has been a treat this year to ask our WPF sisters to share their giving back stories.  I hope I 
have the opportunity to hear and write about yours soon. 

Enjoy your summer,

Giving Back... 
A message from WPF President, Anne Smith
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JULY MEETING
Wednesday ~ July 10

12:30 - 1:30 pm
Starmount Forest CC

1 Sam Snead Drive
Greensboro

Bring a Guest!
Click here to notify 

Pat Arnett
and be prepared 
to cover the cost 
of lunch at $20

PLEASE NOTE!
Active & Active Retired 
Members are prepaid. 
Click here if you are 

unable to attend

Supporting & Emeritus 
Click here to 

make a reservation
& cover the cost 
for lunch at $20

RESERVATION 
DEADLINE
Friday, July 5

DATES TO REMEMBER!
7-18-19...Board Meeting
7-22-19...News Deadline
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what’s for lunch?
● Andalusian gazpacho
●  Romaine and field greens with displayed toppings: 

Matchstick carrots, diced tomatoes, cucumbers, 
artichoke hearts, olives, bacon, croutons

●  Pimento cheese, egg salad, Starmount chicken 
salad, tuna salad

● Mini whole grain croissants and yeast rolls
● Iced watermelon triangles
● Chef’s choice dessert

2019 WPF Board of Directors
Anne Smith, President

Adrienne Jandler, 
President Elect

Ashley Wigglesworth, 
First Vice President

Amy Baradell, 
Second Vice President

Cecelia Anderson, Secretary

Erin Bailey , Treasurer

Susan Russell, Membership 
Committee Chair

Michelle Schneider, 
Programs Committee Chair

Robin Hager, WPF 
Foundation President

Valda Ford, 
Director at Large

Melanie Tuttle, 
Director at Large

Pam Barrett, Past President 
& Nominating Committee 
Chair

Pat Arnett, Administrative 
Assistant
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Prepare to Be Inspired!
Meet �e Honorable Cheri Beasley
Chief Justice of the NC Supreme Court

Honorable Cheri Beasley was appointed as Chief Justice of our State’s highest Court in 
March 2019, a�er serving as an associate justice on the Supreme Court since 2012. With her 
appointment by Governor Cooper, she became the �rst African-American woman in the 
Supreme Court’s 200-year history to serve as Chief Justice of the state’s highest Court, and only 
the fourth African-American woman to lead a state’s highest court in the entire United States.  

Only three other women have led North Carolina’s Supreme Court:  Susie Sharp (1962-1979, Rhoda Billings (1986) and Sarah 
Parker (1993-2014). 

Justice Beasley began her twenty-year judicial career as a District Court Judge in Cumberland County, NC in 1999.  Prior to 
her appointment to the bench, she practiced law in the Public Defender’s O�ce where she tried cases ranging from misdemeanors 
to capital murder.  A�er ten years of service on the district court bench, she was elected to serve as an Associate Judge on the 
North Carolina Court of Appeals. Her election made her the �rst African-American woman elected in any statewide race without 
�rst being appointed to the o�ce.  Chief Justice Beasley served four years as an Associate Judge on the North Carolina Court of 
Appeals. She was then appointed by Governor Perdue to �ll the vacancy on the Supreme Court in 2012.

A graduate of Douglass College of Rutgers University and of �e University of Tennessee College of Law, she earned an L.L.M. 
in Judicial Studies from Duke University School of Law in 2018. She has received Honorary Doctorates of Humane Letters from 
North Carolina Central University and Fayetteville State University.

Chief Justice Beasley’s commitment to serve North Carolina and her residents has extended far beyond the halls of justice. 
She has worked tirelessly mentoring students and judges. She lectures at area law schools and travels extensively nationwide and 
abroad to promote the rule of law, the administration of justice, the importance of an independent judiciary, and fair judicial 
selection.

JULY MONTHLY MEETING
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ANYTHING GOES!
Women’s Build with Habitat for Humanity

WORK DAY
Saturday, July 13
1401 Asher Downs, 

Greensboro

Polly Sizemore has created a Hospitality Team that will provide lunch to all 
workers at the Women Build workday on Saturday, July 13. Please contact Polly 
at pollysizemore@triad.rr.com or 336-202-6188 ASAP if you are interested in 
volunteering for this team. 

SIGs
Make friends, build bonds, & grow!

BOOK CLUB
The Library Book

Tuesday,  August 6, 
7pm

@ Beverley Gass’
2104 Rolling Road, Greensboro

�e Library Book, 
by Susan Orlean
A �re in 1986 
destroyed 400,000 
books and 
damaged 700,000 
more in Los 
Angeles public 
library. �is 
book has been 
described as a 
dazzling love 
letter to libraries 
and a compelling 
investigation into a great mystery and 
was named a 2018 top ten book and 
best seller. 

RSVP to Beverley at  beverleygass@
gmail.com or 335-255-3173.

Women of Wall Street
WOW 

INVESTMENT 
CLUB

Thursday, August 15
6:00pm 

@ UBS Offices
3200 Northline Ave, Greensboro

�e WOW Investment Club will not 
meet in June or July as many are out 
of town or vacationing. Make plans to 
attend our next business meeting in 
August to review the portfolio.

BOOKS & ARTS
EMF & Greensboro Opera: Send In the Clowns

Wednesday, July 10 - 8:00pm @ Temple Emanuel
1129 Je�erson Rd, Greensboro, NC 27410

�ey say that “laughter is the best medicine.”  So, be prepared to laugh with us on 
July 10th at Temple Emanuel.  But ... since this is opera ... bring your tissues, too, 
as Greensboro Opera and EMF join forces to both amuse and move you when we 
Send in the Clowns in an exciting evening of opera and musical theatre! Click here 
to purchase your $45 ticket then RSVP to Ronnie Grabon to let her know you’ll be 
there. We’ll share a table and enjoy great wine, food, and music!

Music for a 
Sunday Evening in the Park
Sunday, July 28 - 6:00pm 

@ Country Park
3905 Nathaniel Greene Drive

Let’s gather for the sounds of Low Key with 
classic rock and pop tunes followed by local 
favorites, Sam Frazier & the Side E�ects with 

their special brand of songwriter, Americana. 
Bring a chair or blanket and join us!  RSVP to Ronnie Grabon to let her 

know you’ll be there. We’ll share a table and enjoy great wine, food, and music!
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https://mpv.tickets.com/?agency=TRIAD_PLAGENCY_MPV&orgId=53535&eventId=44381#/event/E44381/ticketlist/?view=pricescales&minPrice=45&maxPrice=45&quantity=1&sort=price_desc&ada=false&seatSelection=false&onlyCoupon=true&onlyVoucher=false
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DINING OUT
Wednesday, July 31

6:30pm 
Harper’s Restaurant

601 Friendly Center Rd, Greensboro

Please join us for Dining Out at 
Harper’s Restaurant. Chandra Cherry 
will be our host this month.

Greensboro’s popular Friendly 
Shopping Center has been home to 
Harper’s for more than 22 years. �e 
chef o�ers a menu of creative Amer-
ican cuisine along with tried and 
true favorites such as Jumbo Lump 
Crab Cakes, Six Cheese Penne Pasta, 
Harper’s Original Chicken Supremes 
and a hearty selection of steaks and 
burgers. �e bustling bar is o�en 
�lled with guests sipping on a local 
cra� beer, featured cocktail or a glass 
of wine while taking in a favorite 
sports event on one of the restaurant’s 
large HDTVs. 

Please RSVP to Amy Meinecke at  
diningout@wpforum.org 

by Monday, July 29

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Women’s Professional Forum continues to grow and we currently have a total 
of 214 members in the group!  We just received by our June 15 deadline a large 
number of new member applications to be considered for membership as well.

Our bylaws limit our number of active members, however, to 150 and we are 
reviewing the best way to accommodate the current applicants.  If you are a 
current active member and have been considering requesting a change of your 
membership status to either Active Retired, Supporting (which is a temporary 
status to be reviewed a�er one year), or Emeritus, please contact me to discuss, at 
your earliest convenience. 

I know many people have already contacted me about potential new members for 
the next application deadline on December 15, 2019.  At this time, we will likely 
not be able to consider additional applicants in December. 

We will keep you posted and may have to create a waiting list for new members 
until Active Member spaces are available. In the meantime, we encourage your 
guests to still visit and enjoy our speakers, as they get to know us and we, them. 
We are excited by the interest demonstrated and growth of WPF! 

�ank you – Susan Russell, Membership Chairperson
Susan.russell@cbi-nc.com

SIGs

WORKING 
MOMS!

Tuesday, July 30th
Noon  @ Bravo

Friendly Center

�is month’s topic is: working in 
a male dominated �eld.  RSVP to 
Marlee Foster at marleegfoster@
gmail.com or text 336-235-1596. 

2019 WPF Summer Social!
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WPF FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President, 
Robin Hager

Vice President, 
Susan Russell

Treasurer, Jean Pudlo

Secretary, Jane Hewitt

Past President & Chair 
Nominating Committee, 

Kathi Dubel

Chair, Grants Committee, 
Erica Parker

Chair, Girl’s Leadership 
Edge, Katie Klod

Directors at Large
Kim Cummings Carson

Mary Copeland
Jeanie Duncan
Sue Kennedy
Janice Lanier
Kate Panzer
Anne Smith

Barbara Stewart
Ernestine Taylor
Melanie Tuttle

–  FOUNDATION NEWS  –
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Dr. Kelly Graves is the Co-Founder and Director of the Kellin Foundation. She is also a GLE 
Facilitator. �is month, she shares one story of why programs like GLE are so important to helping 
young women and girls �nd their voice.

When I �rst encountered Jessica, I had no idea she would be etched in my mind forever.  
She sat with her head down and her hair hanging around her; she was barely even visible.  It 
was clear that she did not want to be at a therapy o�ce her teacher had referred her to.  Talk 
about my problems?  No way, that’s what twitter and Instagram are for, right?  At least that is 
what I thought might be going through her mind.  But still, she came – and I had a chance 
with this 12-year-old girl. If I didn’t capitalize on this chance who knows what could happen. 
But where to start?  What common ground could this 80’s-era adult �nd with this 12-year-old 
girl who gives o� the vibe that she would rather be anywhere else but in my therapy o�ce?  

It turns out that Jessica and I actually had a lot in common. It took several weeks to build 
her trust and create the comfortable space she needed to begin li�ing up her head, pulling back 
her hair from her face, and sharing her amazing thoughts.  She shared how she was struggling 
with middle school and felt like she didn’t �t in anywhere.  She shared how she decided that 
she was “damaged goods” to use her words - not really someone that anybody would want to 
know or hang out with. She was being raised by a single mom that was coping with her own 
stress by using alcohol and drugs, and thus, her mom wasn’t really an option on most days 
for connection.  And a�er several months of working together, it turns out that connection is 
exactly what Jessica needed.  

When girls and women create connections with each other, whether it is through formal 
counseling services or through more informal relationships and friendships, we are changed.  
Brain research con�rms we have a change in brain chemistry when we interact and connect 
with others. �ose interactions can create positive or negative connections.  What an amazing 
opportunity we have every day in the lives of everyone we come into contact with!  

Resiliency research tells us there are many factors that can contribute to girls and women 
overcoming di�cult circumstances to make positive impacts in the world.  However, 
consistently in this research there is one speci�c protective factor that continues to rise to the 
top – the power of one!  Research tells us that the single most powerful protective factor is the 
presence of one consistent caring person in your life.  It doesn’t have to be a parent, a spouse, 
a sibling, or any particular set role.  Just one consistent and positive connection with another 
human being.  

So, it turns out that out that even across decades, girls and women are not all that di�erent.  
We all need connection.  Connection changes us at a cellular level.  And there are millions 
of Jessica’s in the world, which is perhaps why she stands out so strongly in my mind.  Jessica 
found her voice.  She learned how to use her voice not only externally, but perhaps most 
importantly, she learned how to tap into her inner voice and create a new self-talk that said 
that she mattered and that she was enough just like she was - all because of the power of 
connection to self and others.  �e power of connection allows us to raise each other up until 
we can stand on our own…until all of the Jessica’s in the world �nd their voice and their voices 
change the world.   

�e Power of Connection  ... from Dr. Kelly Graves

SAVE THE DATE

Celebration through Service
�ursday, September 19, 2019  ...  6:00 – 8:00pm

Barber Park Special Event Center
1502 Barber Park Dr., Greensboro, NC

35th

ANNIVERSARY 
EVENT



WPF
Holiday Bazaar

2019

SAVE THE DATE!  

Wednesday, November 13 @ Starmount Forest Country Club
2019 Holiday Bazaar Sponsorship Information

We are excited and thankful to have Cone Health Women’s Services returning 
once again as this year’s Presenting Sponsor.  We have several other sponsorship 
opportunities available this year.  We have �lled the need for six bag sponsors, but 
continue to have openings for luncheon sponsors at $200 each. Your logo will be 

printed on a placard and placed on the bu�et table.  All sponsors will be included in announcements, Facebook 
updates and Bazaar printed materials.  Additionally, sponsors at this level receive one guest ticket for the Bazaar.  

All net revenues obtained from the Holiday Bazaar help support our WPF Foundation which enriches and trains 
young women to be our future leaders. Also, because the sponsorships are seen as corporate promotion, this is a 
bona �de tax deduction for your business!

Please contact Nikki Kober at nikki.kober@gmail.com or 336-312-5264 to �nd out more about the Bazaar 
Sponsorships. 

DEADLINE TO SPONSOR: JULY 31, 2019
Click here to be submit your sponsorship now!
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