
�is year I’ve been highlighting our sisters and how they are giving back 
to our community but today, I want to encourage us to take a break. Summer 
is a great time to give our busy “giving back” selves some time o� and to spend 
time with family or “friends like family.”  

Life does slow down just a bit, and almost everywhere I go someone is talking about 
an upcoming trip or one they have already enjoyed.  From a day trip to the mountains, a 
weekend at the lake, a week at the beach or some exotic vacation experiences, usually thanks 
to Christie Soper, each person has been excited to share their stories from those times. My 
families’ traditions include weekends at our nearby lake house where we take the two Boykin 
Spaniels for endless swimming and retrieving. It’s an excellent time for reading for me, and 
I’ve just �nished My Dear Hamilton, written by Laura Dray and Stepanie Kamoie told from 
the perspective of Eliza Hamilton.  I recommend it. Our other tradition from as far back as 
I can remember is a week at the beach. I’ve now booked a beach house and �ights for our 
daughter Ali and the kids from Montana so they can join us for what we all lovingly call 
“FAMILY VACAY.”   

One of my goals for that week is to “unplug” so I am available to swim, �sh, walk, play 
games, build sandcastles, �y kites, ride bikes on the beach, and look for more seashells. But 
honestly taking a vacation from my phone is di�cult if not impossible. A�er all, it’s my 
camera, and the cute grandchildren are so photogenic. It’s my music, and I enjoy some tunes.  
I use it for making reservations and travel arrangements.  It’s my shopper as I order my 
groceries from Harris Teeter, my wine from Total Wine, and everything else from Amazon 
all in an e�ort to save energy and time. 

Time is precious, and I know that time is not a renewable resource.  �e gi� of my 
unhurried time is the thing I believe my grandchildren, children, husband, and friends want 
most from me. And I do treasure time with a friend enjoying a glass of wine, a cup of co�ee, 
lunch or dinner. Being a member of WPF has given me the opportunity to meet and get to 
know women who are unique and have the broadest range of interests imaginable.  If you 
have not taken the time to meet some of your sisters, I recommend getting involved in one 
of the Special Interest Groups where you will have good conversations and will meet and get 
to know them.  I read a recent article in the New York Times about close friends and how 
women relate to one another. I immediately forwarded the article to my dearest friends and 
made sure to put some “one on one” time on the books with them. 

In closing, I hope this is a timely reminder to slow down, put up your feet, and most of all 
to make some unhurried time and space to enjoy the people who are special to you.  

I will be on that FAMILY VACAY during our August lunchtime meeting.  I sure am sorry 
to miss the program; it sounds like a great one. 

Summer Time & �e Living is Easy
A message from WPF President, Anne Smith
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AUGUST MEETING
Wednesday ~ August 14

12:30 - 1:30 pm
Starmount Forest CC

1 Sam Snead Drive
Greensboro

Bring a Guest!
Click here to notify 

Pat Arnett
and be prepared 
to cover the cost 
of lunch at $20

PLEASE NOTE!
Active & Active Retired 
Members are prepaid. 
Click here if you are 

unable to attend

Supporting & Emeritus 
Click here to 

make a reservation
& cover the cost 
for lunch at $20

RESERVATION 
DEADLINE

Friday, August 9

DATES TO REMEMBER!
8-22-19...Board Meeting
8-23-19...News Deadline
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what’s for lunch?
Tossed mixed greens salad with assorted dressings

 Blackened chicken breast with creole tomato sauce

Crisp roasted okra with tomatoes, corn and onions

Creole rice pilaf

 Assorted rolls and baguettes

Fresh cut fruit display

Chef’s choice dessert

2019 WPF Board of Directors
Anne Smith, President

Adrienne Jandler, 
President Elect

Ashley Wigglesworth, 
First Vice President

Amy Baradell, 
Second Vice President

Cecelia Anderson, Secretary

Erin Bailey , Treasurer

Susan Russell, Membership 
Committee Chair

Michelle Schneider, 
Programs Committee Chair

Robin Hager, WPF 
Foundation President

Valda Ford, 
Director at Large

Melanie Tuttle, 
Director at Large

Pam Barrett, Past President 
& Nominating Committee 
Chair

Pat Arnett, Administrative 
Assistant
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From Greensboro to “�e Voice”
Meet Vanessa Ferguson
She has sung with the legendary Gladys Knight. She has been coached by 
Grammy Award winner Alicia Keys. Greensboro singer-songwriter Vanessa 
Ferguson will take us behind the scenes of those experiences and more when 
she speaks at our next meeting on Wednesday, Aug. 14.

Vanessa gained national attention when she appeared on Season 12 of the 
NBC singing competition, “�e Voice,” making it to the top eight out of 48 
contestants. She received plenty of compliments from celebrity judges Keys, 
Gwen Stefani, Blake Shelton and Adam Levine. And her career has continued 
since then.

Classically trained and hailing from Brooklyn, N.Y., Vanessa focuses her 
singing career on R&B, hip-hop, pop, electronic dance music and rock. She 
began taking piano lessons at age 5, and composed her �rst song at age 14. 
When the family moved to Greensboro in 1997, Vanessa became a member of 
several singing groups and then formed her own band. In 2011, she moved to 
China and performed for six months at a famous club. She then began touring 
with B.B. King’s Blues Club All-Star Band.

Find out how her performance with Gladys Knight almost didn’t happen. 
Learn about her latest projects. And Vanessa said she’ll sing for us, too!

AUGUST MONTHLY MEETING



WPForum News | August 2019 3

SIGs
Make friends, build bonds, & grow!

BOOK CLUB
The Library Book

Tuesday,  August 6, 
7pm

@ Beverley Gass’
2104 Rolling Road, Greensboro

�e Library Book, 
by Susan Orlean
A �re in 1986 
destroyed 400,000 
books and 
damaged 700,000 
more in Los 
Angeles public 
library. �is 
book has been 
described as a 
dazzling love 
letter to libraries 
and a compelling 
investigation into a great mystery and 
was named a 2018 top ten book and 
best seller. 

RSVP to Beverley at  beverleygass@
gmail.com or 335-255-3173.

Women of Wall Street
WOW 

INVESTMENT 
CLUB

Thursday, August 15
6:00pm 

@ UBS Offices
3200 Northline Ave, Greensboro

Join us for our next business meeting 
when we will review the portfolio.  
Mark your calendar now!

BOOKS & ARTS
David Jacobs-Strain & Bob Beach House Concert

Music @ The Big Purple
Saturday, August 10 - 6:00pm

812 Olive Street, Greensboro ~ Home of Sue Hunt

Please join us at the home of WPF member Sue Hunt for another outstanding Big 
Purple concert!   Sue says David & Bob are incredible: they tell great stories – Bob 
plays harmonica, David is adorable, funny and a great musician. �e concert will 
start at 7:00 pm, but we’ll gather at 6 or as soon therea�er as you can get there.  
BYOB, bring a chair, and a snack to share on the community table.  $15 per person 
is the recommended donation for the musicians.  Please email  Kris Landrum or 
Sue Hunt if you’d like to participate so we know how many to expect.  

WPF
Holiday Bazaar

2019

SAVE THE DATE!  
2019 Holiday Bazaar

Wednesday, November 13 @ Starmount Forest Country Club
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DINING OUT
Wednesday, August 28

6:30pm 
Chop House

4001 Meeting Way Place, Hwy 68

Please join us for Dining Out at �e 
Chop House. Carol Rauch will be 
our host this month.

Please RSVP to Amy Meinecke at  
diningout@wpforum.org 

by Monday, August 26

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORKING 
MOMS!

Tuesday, August 27
Noon  @ Embur

107 Smyres Place, Greensboro

Join us for lunch as we discuss 
“Guilt Busters”.  All working 
moms invited to attend!  RSVP 
to Marlee Foster by August 26 at 
marleegfoster@gmail.com or text 
336-235-1596. 

Books & Arts
Boone, NC

Come join your fellow WPF sisters for an annual event to raise funds for 
the Cone Health Mammography Fund and the Alight Program which 
together provide up to 600 uninsured or underinsured women women 
a year with lifesaving mammograms, �nancial assistance, educational 
opportunities and emotional resources. Every dollar raised bene�ts breast 
cancer patients right here in our community. 

Registration is $30.00. https://runsignup.com/Race/NC/Greensboro/
WomensOnly5K You must register as an individual and then you can sign 
up for the team: WPF Sisters Password: Wpfsisters

Come join the team!  Contact Polly Sizemore with questions or for more 
information at pollysizemore@triad.rr.com.

HEALTH & FITNESS
Women’s Only 5K

Saturday, October 5, 2019
Women’s Hospital Education Center

801 Green Valley Rd, Greensboro

BOOKS & ARTS
North Carolina Folk Fest

September 6-8 in Downtown Greensboro
Calling for NC Folk Festival Volunteers!  According to the Folk Festival 
directors, “�e best Bucket Brigade volunteers are WPFers!”

Over 1,000 volunteers are needed for this event in many areas including 
beer and wine sales, backstage, VIP, THE BUCKET BRIGADE, and more! 

To learn about this opportunity and/or to sign up to volunteer, visit 
 https://ncfolkfestival.com/volunteer/.  Get some buddies together and sign 
up as a group or sign up singly.

Contact Nancy Radke, WPF member, for more information at nancy.
radtke@allentate.com
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WPF FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President, 
Robin Hager

Vice President, 
Susan Russell

Treasurer, Jean Pudlo

Secretary, Jane Hewitt

Past President & Chair 
Nominating Committee, 

Kathi Dubel

Chair, Grants Committee, 
Erica Parker

Chair, Girl’s Leadership 
Edge, Katie Klod

Directors at Large
Kim Cummings Carson

Mary Copeland
Jeanie Duncan
Sue Kennedy
Janice Lanier
Kate Panzer
Anne Smith

Barbara Stewart
Ernestine Taylor
Melanie Tuttle

–  FOUNDATION NEWS  –
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GLE - WORK CONTINUES!
�e team is hard at work this summer spi�ng up our GLE 
program!  Our partners CCL are updating and refreshing 

our materials, our recruiting team is working on the plan for recruiting new facilitators and our 
new admin from Franklin & White is hard at work getting our papers and processes in order!  
Stay tuned for our fall facilitator recruiting announcement!  Facilitator classes for returning 
and new facilitators are scheduled for this October!

35th Anniversary

Celebration through Service

Make plans to join us for the WPF 
Foundation 35th Anniversary Event

“Celebration �rough Service”

Thursday, 
September 19, 2019

6:00 to 8:00pm
Barber Park Special Event Center

1502 Barber Park Dr., 
Greensboro, NC

You Shop. Amazon Gives!
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products, prices, and shopping 
features as Amazon.com. �e di�erence is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the Amazon-
Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable 
organization of your choice. Every item available for purchase on www.amazon.com is also 
available on AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com) at the same price.

On your �rst visit to AmazonSmile, select Womens Professional Forum Foundation to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin 
shopping. We will remember your selection, and 
then every eligible purchase you make at smile.
amazon.com will result in a donation.

https://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com
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